
2019 Tree Seedling Descriptions 
Armstrong Conservation District 

 
American Elderberry- A very fast growing shrub up to 10 feet tall and 6-8 feet wide. A large, multi-

stemmed shrub with large, flat-topped white flowers. Blooms in June-July, followed by purple-black 
berries. Can be used for jellies, pies, and wine. Excellent for attracting birds, and will grow in wet 
areas. Grows in any type of soil and is very hardy.    
 

 

Austrian Pine- A graceful, very hardy, rapid growing evergreen with rugged horizontal branches. 

Grows to 50-60ft tall and 20-40ft wide. Has needles between 3.5 and 6.5 inches long. Endures heat 
and cold, is tolerant of dust and smoke, and grows well in a variety of soils. Ideal for ornamental single 
specimen planting; good for Christmas trees, windbreak, and soil erosion control.  
 

Buttonbush- A coarse, deciduous shrub. Typically grows between 6 to 12 feet.  Native to the 

eastern United States, and will thrive in wet and low-lying areas. Blooms July through August with 
cream colored flowers that develop into nutlet type fruits, remaining on into the winter. 
  

Colorado Blue Spruce- A magnificent sight of silver blue-green spruce. Rated one of the most 

popular evergreens. Grows to 100 feet. Needles are 1 inch long. Space 6ft apart in ordinary soil of 
average moisture.  
 

Douglas Fir- A splendid pyramidal evergreen conifer, with short-stalked flat, dark green or bluish-

green needles, ¾ to 1 ¼ inch long. Bears cones at maturity 2 to 4 inches long. A rapid grower, hardy 
tree that grows well in a variety of soils, but does best in deep well-drained soils. Beautiful Christmas 
tree, picturesque ornamental, windbreak, and can be sheared as a hedge.  
 

Eastern Redbud- A small flat-topped tree, producing pink blooms on bare stems in early spring. 

Foliage is large and heart-shape, changing to yellow in the fall. Does well in a protected location.  
 

Eastern White Pine- A majestic evergreen beauty when planted as a single specimen tree, this 

very hardy pine grows stately and gracefully tall. Needles are soft and blueish-green in color about 4 
inches in length. Bark is thin, smooth and greenish-brown, turning darker as trees mature. With 
adequate moisture, growth can be 12-18 inches per year. Ideal for specimen planting, shade, 
windbreaks and appealing Christmas trees.   
 

Fraser Fir- A medium-sized pyramidal growing fir of great beauty. Good for ornamentals and 

Christmas trees. Grows 40-60 feet in height with a spread of 20-25 feet. Very soft, shiny, dark green 
foliage is silver on the underside. Prefers cool soils and a north exposure. Will not do well in heavy, 
wet, clay soil. Does not require full sun. Needs only light shearing.   

 

Norway Spruce- Fast growing, 75-80 feet. Spread 35-40 feet. Has dense, shiny, dark green 

needles.  An extremely hardy tree that is successful under most soil conditions. Makes a charming 
Christmas tree or a protective windbreak. 
 

Persimmon- Growing to 60 feet, this native tree does well in difficult extremely dry soils. Fragrant 

white flowers in spring yield orange edible fruit in the fall.    
   

Sawtooth Oak- A native to eastern Asia and Japan, this oak has small chestnut like leaves. Maturing 

at about 50 feet tall, this species is becoming more popular as a landscape and street tree.   


